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EXTRACTS OF A DESPATCH 




FROM THE 

LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND 



TO 

MR. SECRETARY PEEL, 

DATED 

Dublin Castle, 8th April 1823. 

VTITH 

COPIES OF THE IN CLOSURES. 



• IN my Despatch, under date the. 29th January 1S23, I expressed nay 
•expectation (apparently justified by the improvement which had at that 
time taken place in the state of the Country) of a gradual approach towards 
a state of greater tranquillity and peace in the Southern Districts lately dis- 
turbed. _ . ' . 

Subsequent events have disappointed that expectation, and during the 
month of March, the system of outrage and terror has been pursued in parts 
ot the Province of Munster, with increased activity and vigour, and has reached 
other parts of the Country, which had been nearly exempt from disturbance. 

The earliest information conveyed to me ot any considerable increase of 
outrage in Munster, was the first weekly report in March, of the Police Ma- 
gistrate in the County of Cork; from which it appeared, that during that 
period, five malicious conflagrations and twelve outrages of different descrip- 
tions had taken place within the District committed to his charge. From 
that period to the pressnt time, scarcely a night lias elapsed in which within 
those Districts some house or property has not been destroyed by fire, or in 
which- attempts have not been made by the Insurgents to enforce the penalties, 
previously denounced against all those who resist the authority of these 
•desperate offenders. 

Notwithstanding the most unremitting exertions on the part of the Mili- 
tary and the Police to intercept those by whom these crimes are committed, 
few persons have been apprehended. Conflagrations are .so easily effected, 
even by one skilful offender, and the system of terror lias been so firmly 
established on the minds of the Inhabitants of these Districts, that the detec- 
tion of the crime is become a matter of extreme difficulty. 

Early in the month of March, Lord Combermere, with my approbation, 
visited the principal Military Stations in Munster, and also conferred with 
the Magistrates in the vicinity of Doneraile, and in the disturbed Districts in 
that part of -the County of Cork. 

At his Lordship’s suggestion, and at the desire of the Magistrates, a large 
.additional force of Police (under the new Act) lias been stationed in that 
Country, and the Military Force has been distributed in the manner best 

•calculated to aid the restoration of order. . , ■ • ■ 
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It is a great satisfaction to me to be able to add, that the greatest cordiality 
subsists between the Military and the Magistracy, Gentry, and Inhabitants, 
and that Lord Cornbermere expresses his highest approbation of the condi- 
tion and conduct of Ilis Majesty’s Troops in Munster.- 

In Limerick, which had been restored to tranquillity, instances of similar 
crimes have latterly appeared ; and parts of .the County of Clare have been so 
much agitated, as. to. require. the application of the Insurrection, Act to two of 
the Baronies which adjoin the- County of Limerick. The state of that part 
of the Country, and the reasons which led to the Proclamation of these addi- 
tional Baronies, arc explained in the annexed extract of a Letter from Serjeant 
Torrens, and in the accompanying communication of Major Warburton, the 

Police Magistrate of the County of Clafe. 

An increased spirit of outrage has at the same time been manifested in 
parts oi the County of Westmeath,, anti the Queen’s County ; and upon a 
review of the reports received from the other less agitated Counties of Ireland 
(with the exception of the Province. of Ulster and part of Connaught) crimes 
of an insui rectionary chaiacter appear to be more frequent. 

The causes of the sudden increase, of this description of crime have not 
been sufficiently developed to enable me to furnish you with any determined 
judgment on that most interesting, point. 

The present mischief has been attributed to the greater maturity of that 
system of Combination for the destruction of Property, which has so lono- 
prevailed in Ireland : a temporary cause is stated to he the general expiration 
of Leases, which occurs at this period of the year, and which usually leads to 
acts oi disturbance (if not of a. more destructive character) against those who 
occupy the Farms from which previous Tenants have been ejected'. 

■In.i the meanwhile, I am convinced that the wisdom of His- Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, and of Parliament, Will not delay the renewal of the hisurrec- 
tion Act. It is a painful but undeniable truth, that the mere circumstance of 
the unavoidable delay in the renewal' of that Law, has been converted by the 
secret instigators of confusion, into an encouragement to the deluded popu- 
lace of the South, who have been taught to believe that the Law will not be 
renewed ; and that its restraints will no longer be opposed to the progress of 
their crimes. 



Extract of a Letter from, Serjeant Torrens, dated ^Limerick] VRth- Mwoft 
1823. 

I REGRET to be obliged to state, that within tile last three weeks, fre- 
quent nightly burnings of Houses, Cattle, and Haggards, have taken place in 
this County, and particularly within the Liberties of the City, and the state 
of tranquillity which this District enjoyed '(comparatively) during the Winter 
has been much interrupted. The Insurgents appear to proceed upon an orga- 
nized system- of exciting terror and preventing any transfer of property dis- 
agreeable to themselves, by means of'Conflagration, and I now feel itneces- 
saiy strictly to. put in force, as the only means of counteracting their designs 
the provisions of the Act against persons apprehended abroad at ni<> ht, or not 
found within their dwellings. On this principle there have been already some 
useful convictions^ and in three Cases there is every reason to believe that the 
persons who were actually concerned in the outrages have been punished;--- 
Ihe conviction on Thursday in the City Court of a person of the name of 
ffat/oran, a notorious leader -amongst .'the disaffected, will, I trust, be attended 
with good •results. I beg to convey through you, sir, my opinion to His Ex- 
cellency, .that. I: consider it of material consequence to the peace of the Coun- 
try that the Bill for the continuing the Insurrection Act should beffirbught 
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into the House at an early period of the Session. I am persuaded the cer- 
tainty that the. Act. wag, to he continued, would have considerable effect in dis- 
concerting the plans of the disaffected, and giving confidence to the loyal, and 
I know that the period of the Session, to which the discussion of the measure 
was postponed last year, was. injurious. 

I had intended to have addressed some observations to His Excellency on 
the necessity of continuing the Bill for a another year, even if the Country 
had remained reasonably tranquil ; but the occurrences which have taken 
place since I had an interview with His Excellency, put all discussion, as to 
the propriety of its re-enactment, out of the question, and make it, in my 
judgment, imperative to re-enact the Law, and that speedily. 

The want of Troops, which was felt so much during the Winter, prevents 
the supply of a sufficient number of men for Patroles, which are peculiarly ne- 
cessary at this crisis. 



COPY. 

My Dear Sir, Limerick , March 18, is 23. 

TT occurs to me that it might: be agreeable to you that I should address 
you by letter, notwithstanding our personal conference on the subject of the 
Disturbances in the County of Clare, and I shall commence with the expres- 
sion! of my deep regret, that it should be necessary to make the representation 
which I have done, to His- Excellency the Lord Lieutenant,, or. that X should 
fee forced; admit the opinion, that it was necessary to apply to the Ibsunree- 
tk>«. Act. v -• 

It has been my pride, that although in the midst of surrounding Disturb- 
aneevfor a considerable period,.!.. had hitherto been, able to preserve tlmP&icc 
of my District, without resorting to a measure which I know the ConBtkft- 
•teowal. feelings of His Excellency has a. repugnance to, unless, where it appears 
■tij.be called: for. by imperious necessity'. ■ * 

I> shall, as briefly, ax possible, detail to you my motives for forming an. opi- 
nion, on the;, necessity of the measure,, and also: the- mode of proceediirgypiar- 
vious to the Memorial being sent up to the Lord. Lieutenant. 

It is unnecessary to detail the various. Outrages which have occurred, and 
which you have seen the disposition to. I shall only observe, that another 
burning, on the, same system, w^as: perpetrated last night, in the neighbour- 
hood of Six Mile Bridge, and Barony of Bunratty. The occupying Tenant 
of a Farm had given his holding up to Colonel O’Brien, and he sent a man 
in his employment to occupy the house, on yesterday evening ; and in about 
three hours afterwards, the house was set on fire and consumed ; the family 
fortunately escaped. My Police, and a party of the 93d Regiment, arrived 
there almost immediately ; they could not see any person, nor could they 
save the premises. You are aware that the North Liberties of Limerick ad- 
join that part of the County of Clare, where these Outrages have occurred ; 
and they have been comparatively quiet, since they have been proclaimed : 
there is no boundary but the legal one between those places ; and as every 
exertion has been made to preserve tranquillity in that neighbourhood, with- 
out effect, I am induced to think that the only means left is to adopt this 
painful alternative. 

It may be asked, why the Constabulary Bill has not been tried ? And to 
this I answer, and may with confidence say, that no new Force of Police 
could be so efficient as those now in that County ; their efficiency will, I am 
sure, be acknowledged by every gentleman in the County; and conse- 
quently, if they could not succeed, it is scarcely probable that others could 
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be expected to do so. As I am exceedingly anxious that every possible lati- 
tude should be given to discussion on this subject in the County, I went to 
the Grand Jury Room immediately on their being sworn, and stated to them 
the situation of that Distrist ; J told them, that my object in doing so was 
that they might, whilst the County was assembled at Assizes, make every 
enquiry into the state of the County, and consider what could be done to re- 
store order. They agreed to have a Meeting of the Grand Jury and Magis- 
trates, on the Wednesday following, and to consider the matter again. On 
that day there was a very considerable discussion, and it was then resolved to 
give the legal notice for a Meeting to memorial the Lord Lieutenant. I must 
observe, that there was very great unwillingness indeed on the part of the 
Magistrates, to arrive at the conclusion ; and that on their part, as well as 
my own, every thing has been done to warn the Peasantry of the conse- 
quence of their persevering in outrage. Several Meetings took place, and 
printed Notices were posted up, to assure them that the Magistrates would 
only be driven to this measure by their illegal proceedings. 

In the interval since the Memorial went up, and the absence of any Out- 
rage until last night, I was still anxious at least for postponement ; and I 
asked two or three respectable and intelligent Magistrates confidentially, if 
they thought we might try to get on without the Proclamation ; but their 
opinion was decidedly that they feared the People would think we were 
trifling with them ; and as we had so repeatedly cautioned them, apd they 
still persevered in defiance of our forbearance, they might think that there 
was some cause for the refusal ; in truth, the only difference of opinion on 
the subject was as to the boundary of the proclaimed District. I am 'anxious 
to detail to you, by Letter, the leading circumstances of our Proceedings, iu 
order that you may estimate how far they are consistent with my view of 
the case. 

I fear you will think I have been too prolix, but on a subject which I know 
the Lord Lieutenant feels of deep importance, I think it better :to;err on the 
side of detail, than of conciseness. I will only add. that. I approach this sub- 
ject with feelings of great concern, and I trust His Excellency.- will not sup- 
pose that L would either relax in any effort to avert it, or that I would offer 
an opinion: that I did not feel I had grounds for doing, on the* most anxious 
and deliberate consideration. 

Believe me, &c. * 

(Signed) GEORGE WARBURTON, C.M. 



Printed by R. G. Clarke, at the London Gazette Office, Westminster. 
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